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Course Description

Canadian families are shaped by historical and cultural change and it is through examining the social, political, and cultural milieu that a full understanding of family can be achieved. Family is not static and recognizing the complexity of family provides a starting point for sociological analysis of family. This course will examine the family in Canada, by challenging traditional approaches to the study of family. Using a critical approach will provide a means to engage in discourse on family in a historical context and what this means for the family in Canada today. Several substantive areas will be discussed in detail: what family is, family histories, family forms, ethnicity and families, divorce, socialization and youth, economics and poverty, violence, intimacy, work, theoretical perspectives, law and public policy, and aging and families. Central to our discussion are structured inequalities that shape the form of family life.   

Text
Nancy Mandell and Ann Duffy CANADIAN FAMILIES Diversity, Conflict, and Change. Third Edition.

Course Requirements
Exam 1                (25%):  July 18, 2007

Exam 2                (25%):  August 17, 2007

Participation        (10%): This mark will be calculated throughout the course. 

Research Project (25%):  Due August 7, 2007

Presentation         (15%):  Presented August 7-13, 2007

Late research projects will be penalized at the rate of 5% per day.

EXAMINATIONS: Will cover the material presented in lectures, group discussions, films, the articles brought to class, your text and class presentations.

PARTICIPATION: The participation mark will be based on your group discussions and the articles/assignments you are required to bring to class. Your reading list will outline when and what type of article/assignment you will bring to class and the day they are due. Each article is to be summarized before class, with the written summary providing ease of discussion.  

RESEARCH PROJECT: You are to choose an area of inquiry to study in-depth. The purpose of your research project is to conduct a sociological analysis of your topic, with family as your unit of analysis. Topics will be chosen by group consensus. Each group member will explore one aspect of the topic. For example, if you were investigating Bernardo children one member might explore the immigration regulations that hindered/facilitated immigration of these children. Another member might examine Bernardo’s reason for relocating these children to Canada and what he hoped to gain by sending them. Perhaps, someone in the group would like to examine the number of children involved and their backgrounds. Someone else might like to explore the affect on families whose children were sent and the families they became part of. As well, other agencies involved in sending children to Canada could be investigated. These are examples of what you can do; it is up to each group member to decide what their contribution will be. Group members will be graded individually. Your grade will be based on the research package you hand in on August 7, 2007. The package will include a copy of all your research. An outline and detailed summary of your presentation is to be presented to the instructor, at the beginning of the class, August 7, 2007. Your presentation is to be 15-20 minutes in length, with 5 minutes to respond to questions.  There are some topics listed below. You may choose any other suitable topic. All topics are to be approved by the instructor. There will be no duplication of topics, so choose your topic early! 

If you find an article that you would like the class to read prior to your presentation, it must be made available by July 31, 2007.

No assignments are accepted electronically. 

PRESENTATION: Your group will present their research project findings to the class on the day and time assigned. Presentation times will be randomly selected. Each group member is responsible for their part in the presentation and will be graded individually.  

Tentative Reading and Lecture Schedule

1.  Tuesday  July 3 - Welcome to Family Sociology

Introductions - Course Outline - Defining Family

2.  Wednesday, July 4 - Explaining Family Lives and Theoretical Perspectives

Reading: Mandell and Duffy Chapter 1 


3.  Thursday, July 5 - Family Histories

Reading: Mandell and Duffy Chapter 2      

4.  Monday, July 9 - Family Histories

Reading: Each group is to choose one decade and each group member is to bring in a newspaper article on family life in that decade.
    

5.  Tuesday, July 10 - Making Sense of the Cultural Activities of Canadian Youth 

Reading: Mandell and Duffy Chapter 3
       

6.  Wednesday, July 11 - Making Sense of the Cultural Activities of Canadian Youth 

Assignment: Come prepared to discuss a contemporary movie that is aimed at 12-17-year-olds. You will want to identify the movie, briefly review the movie, and explain its attraction for the age group 12-17.
7.  Thursday, July 12 - Family Lives of Native Peoples, Immigrants, and Visible Minorities

Reading: Mandell and Duffy Chapter 4
     
            

8.  Monday, July 16 - Family Lives of Native Peoples, Immigrants, and Visible Minorities

Reading: Bring in an article that focuses on family life of either First Nations people or immigrants. 
9.  Tuesday, July 17 - Rethinking Intimate Questions: Intimacy as Discourse

Reading: Mandell and Duffy Chapter 5
       

10. Wednesday, July 18 - Mid-Term Examination for the first half of the class.

Rethinking Intimate Questions: Intimacy as Discourse continued in the second half of the class

No Reading Assigned 
       

       

11. Thursday, July 19 - Family Violence: A Twenty-First Century Issue 

Reading: Mandell and Duffy Chapter 6
     
            

12. Monday, July 23 - Family Violence: A Twenty-First Century Issue 

Reading: Bring in a newspaper article on family violence.
 

13. Tuesday, July 24 - Lesbian and Gay Parents 

Reading: Mandell and Duffy Chapter 7

14. Wednesday, July 25 - Divorce: Options Available , Constraints Forced, Pathways Taken

 Reading: Mandell and Duffy Chapter 8

15. Thursday, July 26 - Divorce: Options Available , Constraints Forced, Pathways Taken and Family Poverty and Economic Struggle

Reading: Mandell and Duffy Chapter 9

            

16. Monday, July 30 - Family Poverty and Economic Struggle

Reading: Bring in an article that refers to government policies/programs aimed at families experiencing poverty.
       

17. Tuesday, July 31 - “Politicizing the Personal”: Feminism, Law, and Public Policy

Reading: Mandell and Duffy Chapter 10   

18. Wednesday, August 1 - “Politicizing the Personal”: Feminism, Law, and Public Policy

No Reading Assigned.
       

19. Thursday, August 2 - Aging and Families: Ties Over Time and Across Generations

Reading: Mandell and Duffy pages 311-330         

20. Monday, August 6 - No Class Civic Holiday 

21. Tuesday, August 7 - Presentations

Research Projects are due.

Outline and detailed summary of presentation are due.

22. Wednesday, August 8 - Presentations    

23. Thursday, August 9  - Presentations            

24. Monday, August 13 - Presentations

25. Tuesday, August 14- Aging and Families: Ties Over Time and Across Generations

Reading: Mandell and Duffy pages 330-340 
       

26. Wednesday, August 15 - Families at Work: Making a Living

Reading: Mandell and Duffy Chapter 12
27. Thursday, August 16 - Families at Work: Making a Living

No Reading Assigned.

28. Friday, August 17 - Final Examination 

TOPICS

1. Bernardo children

2. British Evacuees (Children who were sent to Canada during World War 11).

3. Child Labour Laws in Canada (Historical to Present day).

4. Regulation of Children’s Health Care in Canada.

5. Children’s beauty pageants.

6. The internet and children’s safety.


